
  

TPTAôs Reach 100 campaign continues to move ahead at 
full force. We have made enormous progress towards our 
goal of 100% student membership in our 18 PTA programs 
and 11 PT programs in Texas.  

 

As of the end of March, 7 of 29 programs statewide have 
reached 100% membership. Five are PTA programs: Del 
Mar College (Corpus Christi), El Paso Community College 
(El Paso), Laredo Community College (Laredo), South 
Texas PTA program (McAllen) and Western Technical Col-
lege PTA program (El Paso). Two are DPT programs: Har-
din Simmons University(Abilene) and The University of 
Texas at El Paso (El Paso). Several other programs are 
rounding up their last ñstragglersò so that they can report 
100% membership as well. 

 

Student membership statewide has seen double digit 
growth since we announced our Reach 100 campaign in 
October 2009 (see graph below). Student membership 
numbers in January of this year was 15% higher than in 
January of last year! Please check out our ñReach 100ò page 
on the associationô s website (). The page lists updates 
about the campaign and resources for all of you who are 
working on increasing student membership.  
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As a reminder, the due date for our Reach 100 campaign is 
October 20, 2010, the date our Annual Conference begins. 
If you havenôt yet, NOW is the time to start making plans to 
attend TPTAôs Annual Conference in Arlington this year. 
There are MANY reasons to attend. We are planning a big 
bash to celebrate achieving Reach 100. The conference will 
have lots of interesting programming for PT and PTA stu-
dents. Additionally, this is a chance for you to network with 
hundreds of your peers and future colleagues, to build rela-
tions and friendships that might last for the rest of your 
professional career.  

 

Thanks to everyone for your energy in adding to the mo-
mentum of the Reach 100 campaign: student leaders, fac-
ulty, the Reach 100 Taskforce, TPTA staff and other enthu-
siasts. Letôs make history this October! Join, student, join! 

by Jerre Van den Bent and Karina Kunder                         
TPTA Membership Co -Chairs  

ñLetôs 

make 

history 

this 

October! 

Join, 

student, 

join!ò 





 The current political climate is quite hot for our profes-
sion.  Our right to practice independently and be paid 
for our services has come under attack recently, and it is 
our job to protect ourselves through political action.  Of-
ten, as students, we are unaware of the tenuous situation 
that our profession currently holds within the medical 
field and how that situation will affect practitioners and 
patients.  We are locked away in our study rooms and 
buried in our books, especially when midterms and fi-
nals roll around. Because of this, we miss out on the op-
portunity to participate in advocating our position 
within the state and federal legislatures.   

 Why should we become more involved?  Advocacy is 
prevalent throughout the Physical Therapy Code of Eth-
ics.  It is closely tied to the care of patients and our re-
sponsibility with reimbursement.  It also is important 
for the future of our profession.  We must ensure that we 
retain our rights to practice, and push for legislation that 
will benefit the profession and the care of our patients. 

 Recently, the APTA has issued a Student Advocacy Chal-
lenge to inspire PT and PTA students to become more 
involved.  Through participation in this challenge, the 
APTA hopes that students will become stronger players 
in the political field, further the reaches of its Grassroots 
Advocacy campaign, and improve APTAôs relationship 
with legislative leaders in both the State and Federal 
governments.   

 The challenge is extended to all academic programs 
across the country. Each program can compete by par-
ticipating in certain activities, documenting the experi-
ence through the APTAôs website, and submitting re-
cords to the Grassroots Advocacy Department. The win-
ning program will be recognized at the National Student 
Conclave each year.  
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